Book Reviews
Child Dental Health A Practical Introduction by P J Holloway PhD BDS and J N Swallow MDS pp vi +212 illustrated 50s Bristol: John Wright 1969 It is interesting when reading this book to guess which author is responsible for which part. On the one hand there is some very good practical advice on the technique of handling children; on the other, there is much that is unrealistic, particularly on the subject of history-taking and examination.
To instance good practical advice: to separate the child from its mother is deprecated, likewise to be too pressing in examination and treatment; to be invariably truthful and to encourage the child to accept local analgesia is equally commendable.
There are sound sections on the detailed treatment of damaged and infected teeth, and on the care of handicapped children. In contrast, it seems unrealistic to ask details of the father's occupation, religion and economic situation, and to ask the mother to keep a diet record for three days and to prepare a diet analysis sheet. This and other details may be desirable in a dental hospital, but to burden the student with such teaching will make him feel inadequate in general practice. This is a good book presenting a very rational, commonsense approach to the treatment of children and containing a good deal of practical advice, but slightly marred by teaching that can only be regarded as academic. It would be a pleasure to be able to praise this book, for each of the authors has contributed significantly both to the teaching of electroencephalography and to the development of technology. Unfortunately, although the table of contents promises much, the text itself is disappointing. Thus, while the volume is claimed to be 'not only for EEG technicians', very few technicians will readily comprehend it; nor can one determine which particular class of reader might benefit. This is partly because much of the information is not provided in logical sequence. A joke about a.c. coupling appears on page 1, but Ohm's law is not stated nor is a capacitor described until pages 64 and 65! Similarly, the abbreviation Hz is often used in the early chapters but not explained until page 99.
Unevenness of presentation abounds, the individual authors being identifiably idiosyncratic, and no one topic is sufficiently detailed to be clearly understandable save by those who are already well informed.
It would be invidious to single out any one section for especial criticism but, within its stated limitations, the chapter on EEG signal analysis is perhaps the most helpful.
There is a real need for the type of book which was clearly envisaged by the authors and it is a matter for genuine regret that this particular volume cannot be recommended as basic reading for EEG technicians. If the text can be revised and edited by a single author so as to correct the errors in presentation and soften the special pleadings, a valuable teaching volume might yet Having been engaged for upwards of a decade in mental health research projects, the authors review the period 1962 to 1968 and discuss impending administrative changes in health and social services. The following is a summary of some points they make.
Admissions to mental hospitals have risen steeply. The reduction in the numbers of hospital beds is about one half of that officially predicted. Psychiatric bed requirements in 1975 are likely to be 35 % in excess of the official forecasts. Hospital provision for subnormal patients also needs urgent reappraisal. To allow really valid conclusions the whole problem requires more sophisticated statistical procedures than exist at present.
